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JUST SHY
OF A MILLION

THE WORLD -HERA LD

Attorney Kermit
Brashear’s legal fees
billed for work done

on the Sarpy
County-Omaha Royals

baseball stadium
project since

November 2008

SOURCE: Sarpy County

Dec. ’08 $76,817

Jan. ’09 $138,162

Feb. ’09 $59,746

March ’09 $99,615

April ’09 $64,252

May ’09 $103,425

June ’09 $136,587
July ’09 $47,738

Sept. ’09 $21,151
Aug. ’09 $22,954

Oct. ’09 $4,655
Nov. ’09 $23,247
Dec. ’09 $59,002
Jan. ’10 $43,485
Feb. ’10 $28,527
Mar. ’10 $26,319

Apr. 13 ’10 $38,491

BY JOHN FERAK
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

The pitchman who helped Sarpy
County score a home run by bringing
the Omaha Royals to the suburbs is
being sent to the showers — as his to-
tal pay nears the million-dollar mark.
The Sarpy County Board has voted

to halt further payments to Kermit
Brashear’s law firm for work involv-
ing the 6,000-seat stadium venture un-
der construction west of Papillion.
The board’s decision shifts legal

work on the project
back to Sarpy County
Attorney Lee Polikov
and his staff. Polikov
has been a strong
advocate of luring
Omaha Royals base-
ball to Sarpy County
and of bringing ad-
ditional development
to the ballpark area.
Polikov said his office is capable of

managing any legal issues tied to the
stadium construction and contract ne-

gotiations. His staff includes four full-
time civil attorneys.
During the 17months that Brashear

LLPworked on the project, the lawyer
negotiated a 25-year contract with the
Omaha Royals and oversaw the site
selection. The stadium will be built
on Roger Langpaul’s farmland along
Nebraska Highway 370 near 126th
Street.
Brashear also lobbied state law-

makers to help fund the project, but
they rejected the proposals presented

Brashear

See Brashear: Page 2

Sarpy pinch-hits for Brashear
Board has sticker shock over his work done for new Royals stadium
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Chillin’ outside Bellevue East’s prom at the Durham Museum were, from left, Nattlye Ericksen, Sam Thomas, Amber Houston and Veronica Zuccarello.

Katie Wanek of Omaha knew immedi-
ately that the purple dress was perfect.
After weeks of scouting dresses for the

Bryan High School prom, the 16-year-old
found one that delivered on what she said
every girl wants in a prom dress: “Do I feel
beautiful in this? Do I look like Cinder-
ella?”
Using her cell phone, she fired off photos

to her friends. Then she phoned her mom,
Deb Wanek, who drove to the store to in-
spect the dress and, if necessary, wield her
veto power.
Sometimes there’s another hurdle: meet-

ing school standards.
Nebraska and western Iowa principals

said they talk to students and parents about

what’s acceptable, though
enforcement and dress
codes vary from school
to school. Some send
letters home stating the
rules. In Kearney, Neb.,
girls are asked to run any
questionable dresses by
the administration ahead
of time.
Principals said they

have avoided the drastic
action officials in Oxford, Ala., took this
spring when they disciplined 25 students
for violating the dress code at prom.
One Omaha Catholic school principal,

P R O M P R O P R I E T Y

MODESTY VS. FASHION

Parents, principals rein in overly revealing attire
B Y J O E D E J K A | W O R L D - H E R A L D S T A F F W R I T E R
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UPCOMING PROMS

See Prom: Page 2

Katie Wanek

Elmwood-
Murdock

Fremont
Fremont Bergan
Omaha Benson

Papillion-La
Vista

Council Bluffs
Lewis Central

MAY 1
Creighton Prep
Gretna
Omaha Burke
Omaha Central
Omaha North

Westside
Council Bluffs
Thomas
Jefferson

Glenwood

MAY 8
Millard South
Omaha
Northwest

Millard North

Council Bluffs
Abraham
Lincoln

MAY 15

Brownell-Talbot

Source: Pride Omaha, area high schools
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BY MAGGIE O’BRIEN
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Thomas Mulligan is the newest Oma-
ha City Council member, Council Presi-
dent Garry Gernandt said Tuesday.
Gernandt said council members had

reached a consensus and selected Mulli-
gan from among the five finalists for the
vacant northwest Omaha seat.
The council was to vote on his selec-

tion Tuesday.

Mulligan “met all the criteria that the
council was looking for,” Gernandt said.
“He’s open-minded on all issues.”
Mulligan, a 59-year-old Republican,

will replace Chuck Sigerson, who re-
signed this year due to health problems.
Sigerson is a Republican.
The selection means Democrats will

continue to hold a 4-3 majority on the
council.
Three of the finalists for the District 7

seat were Democrats — Stephen Kraft,

Gary Kudym and Jeri Regan. The other
finalist, Scott Yahnke, was a Republi-
can.
The council interviewed the five final-

ists at a special meeting last week.
Mulligan served on the Candlewood

subdivision’s sanitary and improvement
district board of trustees from 1994 un-
til the city annexed the neighborhood in
1999.
Gernandt said council members be-

lieved his experience on that board, es-

pecially on budget issues, would be an
asset to the city.
Mulligan has worked at Union Pacific

Railroad for 39 years.
He has been the railroad’s director of

passenger train operations with Amtrak
since 1993.
Mulligan, 12311 Charles St., attended

North Platte Junior College and Creigh-
ton University.

Contact the writer: 444-3100, maggie.obrien@owh.com

OMAHA CITY COUNCIL

‘Open-minded’ Mulligan gets Sigerson’s seat

League, officials■

plan Thursday
announcement.

BY THAD LIVINGSTON
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

Omaha, welcome to the
United Football League .. . al-
most.
The commissioner of the

upstart professional foot-
ball league will be joined by
Omaha officials Thursday at
the Qwest Center Omaha for
what theUFL bills as a “major
announcement” regarding the
league.
UFL officials were in Oma-

ha two weeks ago talking to
local officials about the pos-
sibility of playing this fall at
Rosenblatt Stadium and per-
haps moving to the new down-
town stadium in 2011-12.
As for Thursday’s an-

nouncement, the UFL—head-
ing into its second year of at-
tempting to meet the needs
“of football fans inmajormar-
kets currently underserved
by professional football” — is
remaining coy.
“Right now, we have noth-

ing to say other than what’s in
the release,” said UFL spokes-
man Michael Preston. “We’ll
have an announcement on
Thursday. The UFL has been
in Omaha to discuss possibili-
ties, but I can’t say more than
that.”
UFLCommissionerMichael

Huyghue, Omaha Mayor Jim
Suttle and officials from the
Greater Omaha Chamber of
Commerce and Metropolitan
Entertainment and Conven-
tion Authority are scheduled
to be on hand for Thursday’s
announcement at 9:30 a.m.
Some of the UFL’s discus-

sions with Omaha officials
have been on a possible play-
ing venue. The manager of
downtown’s TD Ameritrade

Omaha
apparently
lures new
UFL team

See UFL: Page 2

Mulligan
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by the former speaker of the
Legislature.
The law firm will collect a to-

tal of $994,177 for its work, if the
County Board approves what is
expected to be the firm’s final
billing Tuesday.
The move to end Brashear’s

involvement comes even though
the county and the Royals are
still finalizing the project’s costs
with the Weitz Co., the stadium
contractor. Sarpy and the Royals
also are still seeking a stadium
naming rights deal with a corpo-
rate sponsor.
Sarpy County Board Chair-

woman Joni Jones, who wasn’t
at the meeting when the deci-
sionwasmade, questions its tim-
ing and plans to ask the board to
reconsider its decision later this
month.
“Kermit should never be

taken off the project. There are
just too many things still in ne-
gotiations. I think it will harm

the project at this point,” Jones
said.
“Kermit brought it all to the

table,” Jones said. “You don’t
just bring Sarpy County At-
torney Lee Polikov in now, at a
very critical time, with so many
issues with Weitz. It just doesn’t
make sense to me.”
Other board members said

the timing is right to remove
Brashear from the project.
Sarpy County Boardmembers

Rich Jansen and Pat Thomas
said the county ultimately was
shortchanged by Brashear’s ser-
vices. They saw it as a waste of
money to keep Brashear on the
county payroll.
“With the amount of money

being spent, I think we can do it
cheaper,” said Thomas, the re-
tired former eight-term Sarpy
sheriff. “I don’t want to tear
(Brashear) down. He’s a very
competent, hardworking, intelli-
gent lawyer, but we need to have
the County Attorney’s Office in-
volved now.”

Brashear declined to com-
ment for this article.
Sarpy County hired Brashear

as the project manager in No-
vember 2008.
Jansen and Jones are the only

current board members who
were in office when Brashear
was picked to oversee the sta-
dium project.
Brashear originally estimated

that his billings could reach a
high of $500,000. His fees do not
include payments to architec-
ture and engineering firms.
Former Omaha Mayor P.J.

Morgan had offered to do the
work for a flat fee of $150 an
hour.
Instead, the board hired Bras-

hear and gave him an open-end-
ed contract. Brashear charged
the county $350 an hour for his
own work. Three of his law firm
partners charged between $230
and $250 an hour.
“It was becoming expensive,”

Thomas said.
The higher spending comes

at a time when Sarpy’s revenues
have flattened amid the national
economic downturn. As a result,
the county has delayed several
road repair projects.
Jansen said he expected Bras-

hear to secure state funding for
the stadium project.
“Kermit Brashear more or

less told us he had a good chance
togetusfinancing for this thing,”
Jansen said. “He told us he had
an ‘in’ down at the Legislature.
That he would get one, two,
three or four different things
done, and it kind of backfired, I
guess. It just never worked.”
Various bills put before the

Nebraska Legislature during
the past two years failed to win
state lawmakers’ support for
awarding state sales tax subsi-
dies to Sarpy’s baseball stadium
partnership with the Royals.
Brashear and Polikov have

both said that the county could
build the stadium without the
state’s funding but that having
a state sales tax subsidy would

make it even less likely that
property taxes would be tapped
to pay stadium debt.
Jones called the firm’s legal

fees justified, given the scope
and complexity of the proj-
ect and the tight construction
schedule.
She said Brashear has

charged less than the stadium
architects.
The DLR Group architectural

firm is guaranteed 8 percent of
the total costs to design the sta-
dium. That could be at least $1.6
million, based on the original
agreement with the Omaha Roy-
als, which estimated that the sta-
dium would cost $20.3 million.
“What is the motivation?”

Jones asked. “If Kermit and his
law firm had done something
wrong, that would be one thing,
but that is not the case. If this
is all over money, give me a
break.”

Contact the writer:
444-1056, john.ferak@owh.com

Brashear: One board member questions timing of decision
Continued from Page 1

however, once sent a girl home
to change.
Every spring, high school

girls and their families embark
on a quest to satisfy what can be
competing interests: a daugh-
ter’s yearning for beauty and
style and adults’ demand for
modesty.
In most cases, administrators

say, parents are setting appro-
priate standards.
Katie Wanek’s purple dress,

which she wore to prom Satur-
day night, won her mother’s ap-
proval. It came strapless, but
her father, Gary, asked her to
make use of the optional spa-
ghetti straps.
Approvals didn’t end there,

however.
Her grandparents, Rita and

Del Chipps, also signed off, Ka-
tie said.
“My grandparents will pretty

much go with anything as long
as I look pretty,” Katie said. “I’m
a grandpa’s girl.”
Kelly Seipold, 46, and her

daughter, Erin, see pretty much
eye-to-eye on style — neither is
a big fan of revealing dresses.
They don’t anticipate any con-

flict choosing Erin’s dress for
the Westside High School prom.
Kelly wore a long dress to

both of her own proms, and
“there wasn’t much showing,”
she said.
Erin has gone online and

window-shopped a bit. When the
two hit the stores, Erin will pick
dresses out and present them to
Mom.
At Skutt CatholicHigh School,

Principal Patrick Slattery sends
a letter advising parents that
students not properly dressed
for prom could be denied entry.
Parents, he wrote, should as-

sist their daughters in choos-
ing “a modest prom dress, i.e.
no plunging necklines, no bare
midriff, no strapless gowns
which are difficult to keep on,
etc. Most current fashions do

not incorporate these guide-
lines. It may take a little extra
time and effort to find just the
right dress.”
In an interview, Slattery said

that only once in six years has
he had to take action on an ob-
jectionable dress.
“We simplymade a student go

change, and she did, and came
back to prom, and everything

was fine after
that,” he said.
B e l l e v u e

East senior
Sarah Dunn,
18,wore afloor-
length, strap-
less, black lace
dress Saturday
to her prom at
the Durham
Museum.

Dunn said her classmates
showed some restraint in their
gown selections this year.
“There’s been years before

when it was pretty bad, but this
year it’s pretty tasteful,” she
said.
At Glenwood High School in

Iowa, Principal Kerry Newman
agreed that fashions are trend-
ing more conservative.
About six years ago, howev-

er, cut-out dresses that showed
the belly or lower back were in
style, and they “danced around
the line” of propriety, she said.
After Christmas, Newman

keeps an eye on the trends in
clothing stores for clues as to
what may lie ahead at prom.

If the styles look over the top,
she lets the girls know ahead of
time.
Glenwood High softens its

dress code for prom, she said,
allowing, for instance, spaghetti
straps, which aren’t allowed in
the classroom.
However, Newman dredges

up a vividmemory fromher own
prom to illustrate for students
the perils of strapless dresses. A
classmate of hers experienced
a wardrobe malfunction while
walking across the stage. The
girl stepped on the front hem of
her dress and it came down, she
said.
Most Omaha Public Schools

high schools follow their code
of conduct guidelines, although
Burke High School’s Web site
does include a brief prom dress
code, advising that girls may
wear a long dress or a dress no
more than 3 inches above the
knee or a pant suit.
The conduct code states that

school administrators have re-
sponsibility for helping students
develop “good taste in manners
of dress and appearance.”
The Lincoln Public Schools

don’t have districtwide rules
regarding prom wear, accord-
ing to spokeswoman Mary Kay
Roth. Each high school defines
appropriate limits.
Doug Weatherholt, associate

principal at Lincoln Northeast
High School, said his school
enforces a “pretty strict” dress

code for the school day but re-
laxes it a bit for prom.
“I’ve raised my eyebrows

over some of the girls’ dresses,”
he said.
KearneyHigh Principal Steve

Wickham said prom sponsors
talk to the girls ahead of time,
telling them to run any ques-
tionable dresses past the admin-
istration.
Wickhamsaid a couple of girls

brought him photos of dresses.
“One of them had slits in the

front, it was like there was a
piece of material every six inch-
es and the rest of it was slits,”
he said. “I said, ‘You know, if you
want to put a piece of material
underneath that, that would be
good.’ ”
At this year’s prom, he had

to intervene because students
were showing too much skin.
But girls weren’t the problem.
Warm weather and an idle

air conditioner warmed up the
dance floor at the University of
Nebraska at Kearney student
union, where the prom was
held.
A few of the boys took their

shirts off and just put their vests
on, he said.
“I told the DJ, ‘Get on the

microphone and tell those guys
that when this dance is over,
they need to change back be-
cause they look like Chippen-
dale dancers.’ ”

Contact the writer:
444-1077, joe.dejka@owh.com

Prom: This year’s trend in gowns more conservative
Continued from Page 1
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Students wait for the doors to open Saturday evening for the Bellevue East High School prom at the Durham Museum.

DRESSES: Just about every style of dress is in style.
The standouts: jeweled necklines, bows, ruffles,
one-shouldered, multicolored, sequined, princess and
’80s-inspired.

JEWELRY: Go for a statement necklace if it works with
the dress, or try oversize earrings and a cuff or a stack
of bracelets.

HAIR CLIPS: Add a girly touch. Feminine hair
accessories include feathers and clips with stones.

WRAPS: Pashmina wraps in a variety of colors add
softness to any prom look. Or try a transparent one in
sheer organza.

HANDBAGS: Try wristlets. These wallet-size bags have
detachable straps that attach to the wrist. They make it
easy not only to eat but to dance the night away.

Source: New York Times

WHAT’S IN VOGUE THIS PROM SEASON?

Sarah Dunn
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LOTTERIES

POWERBALL

Saturday, April 10: 21-22-49-52-58.
Powerball: 34. Power Play: 2. No jackpot
winner. Jackpot for Wednesday, April 14:
$175 million.

MEGA MILLIONS

Friday, April 9: 15-18-39-48-53.
Megaball: 3. Megaplier: 4. No jackpot
winner. Estimated jackpot for Tuesday,
April 13: $105 million

NEBRASKA

Pick 5 — Monday, April 12: 3-7-9-18-24.
No jackpot winner. Jackpot for Tuesday,
April 13: $182,000.

MyDaY — Monday, April 12: 5-14-78.

2by2 — Monday, April 12: red 12-25;
white 6-10.

Pick 3 — Monday, April 12: 6-7-8.

IOWA

Cash Game — Monday, April 12:
8-9-31-33-35.

Hot Lotto — Saturday , April 10:
14-23-32-33-35. Hot Ball: 10.

Pick 3 — Monday, April 12: midday
7-0-4; evening 8-5-0.

Pick 4 — Monday, April 12: midday
0-3-9-2; evening 6-4-4-4.

CAPECANAVERAL, Fla. (AP)
— A pair of astronauts finished
installing a fresh storage tank
outside the International Space
Station on Tuesday.
The installation, a main goal

of the mission, required three
spacewalks. But a stuck valve
on the tank had engineers back
on the ground scrambling.
Venturing out on the final

spacewalk of shuttle Discov-
ery’s flight, Rick Mastracchio
quickly hooked up the fluid lines
for the ammonia tank that feeds
the station’s cooling system.
But as flight controllers be-

gan activating the tank to join it
with the space station’s cooling
system, a valve appeared to be
stuck. The trouble was on the ni-

trogen side of the tank.
Engineers tried without suc-

cess to get the valve working.
Flight Director Ron Spencer

said that the problem needs to
be fixed relatively soon and that
a spacewalkmight be needed af-
ter Discovery leaves this week-
end.
At the same time, 215 miles

above Earth, Mastracchio and
Ashland, Neb., native Clayton
Anderson struggled with a stub-
born bolt on the old ammonia
tank, which had been removed
on the previous spacewalk.
One of the four bolts on the

tankwould not engage.Mastrac-
chio and Anderson were trying
to secure the 1,300-pound tank
in Discovery’s cargo bay when

the problem cropped up.
It appeared to be a misalign-

ment.
Mission Control told the as-

tronauts that they had to drive
in all four bolts all the way, one
way or another.
“How you guys feeling?”

asked shuttle pilot James Dut-
ton Jr.
“I’ll feel better when we get

this thing bolted in,” Mastrac-
chio said. “No kidding,” Ander-
son added.
Mastracchio finally drove in

the bolt.
NASA wants to return the old

tank to Earth next week in order
to fill it and fly it back up this
summer as a spare.
The space agency is trying to

stockpile as many big parts up
there as possible.
Only three shuttle missions

are left after this one, and there
will be limited roomon themuch
smaller Russian, European and
Japanese cargo ships that will
be supplying the station until its
projected end in 2020.
The spacewalkers indulged

in some picture-taking of their
own.
“Look over here,” Anderson

told Mastracchio. “Oh, baby,
you’re going to want to take this
one to the grandkids.”
A few hours later, Anderson

commented: “The Earth is a
beautiful place. Too bad more
people can’t have that view.
Maybe one day.”

Astronauts solvebolt problemonspacewalk
Park, MECA, confirmed to
The World-Herald in late
March that it has held discus-
sionswith theUFL.ButMECA
President Roger Dixon said at
the time through a spokes-
woman that no agreement had
been reached.
The UFL, which currently

has four teams, features for-
mer players from the Nation-
al Football League and former
college players hoping to get
there. Current franchises are
in Orlando, Fla.; Sacramento,
Calif.; Hartford, Conn.; and
Las Vegas. The league re-
portedly had considered four
cities for two expansion fran-
chises.
The league had listed Oma-

ha, Salt LakeCity, SanAntonio
and Austin, Texas, as contend-
ers for a new franchise.
In a previous interview,

Huyghue said a local owner-
ship group is not required up-
front.He said the league could
start out owning the team and
add a local group later.

UFL: Omaha
may be part of
expansion plan
Continued from Page 1

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Census Bureau Director Rob-
ert Groves said Monday he
was heartened by the high
level of participation so far in
the 2010 Census, with no in-
dications that large numbers
of conservatives were only
partially filling out the form
or boycotting the government
count.
“We can’t find empirical

support for that,” Groves
said, regarding evidence of
lower participation among
conservatives. He noted that
perhaps 1 percent to 2 per-
cent of the 10-question forms
returned so far have been in-
complete, which is what offi-
cials previously anticipated.
Groves’ comments, which

came at a press conference
to urge Americans to mail
back their census forms by
Friday, seemed to tamp down
anecdotal reports in recent
weeks that anti-government
sentiment might spur a mass
boycott among conservatives
who consider the census form
to be overreaching.
Reps. Michele Bachmann,

R-Minn., and Ron Paul, R-
Texas, are among those who
have expressed their intent
to refuse to provide informa-
tion about anything except
the number of people in their
household, saying that provid-
ing anything more would be
an invasion of privacy.
With five days left for peo-

ple tomail back census forms,
about 65percent, ormore than
77 million households, have
done so. That number puts
the United States on track
to match or surpass the 2000
mail-back rate of 72 percent.
The Midwest leads, while the
Southern andWestern regions
and big cities are lagging.
Groves said most of the

lagging areas are either rural
or have dense populations, or
have more minority and non-
English speaking people.

Census
official: No
evidence
of boycott
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