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www.prideprevention.org 

Formed in 1978,  

PRIDE-Omaha, Inc. is one 

of the few nationally  

recognized, parent / 

community drug prevention 

organizations in the United 

States that remains  

dedicated to preventing the 

use of alcohol, tobacco,  

and other drugs  

by children. 

Scholarship Recipients Presented with Awards 

Taco Bell is now serving two types of 

margarita drinks for the summer in their 

restaurants throughout North America. 

Classic Margarita Fruitista Freeze is pro-

moted as òA smooth frozen margarita-

flavored drink topped with a fresh lime 

wedgeó on its web site. The franchise 

restaurants are also selling Strawberry 

Margaritas.  
 

Alcohol is the number one preventable 

cause of death among American  

adolescents. In light of this fact and sur-

prised by Taco Bellõs decision to promote 

these products, Paul Carter, Executive 

Director of PRIDE-Omaha, Inc.  

comments,  
 

òThese drinks are non-alcoholic, but they 

look like and taste like the real thing. 

Taco Bell has always been a family restau-

rant, and this promotion of an alcohol-

like drink is not ôfamily friendlyõ.ó 
 

òAnd if our communities are to discour-

age underage drinking, all segments of 

society must help, and that includes busi-

nesses like Taco Bell,ó added Carter. 
 

PRIDE is urging concerned citizens to call 

1-800-TACO Bell (1-800-822-6235). 

Other means of contacting the company 

can be found by calling the PRIDE office 

at 397-3309.  

Taco Bell Beverages with a Twist 

Former Senator David Karnes, in conjunction with PRIDE-Omaha, Inc., formally 

awarded two $1,000 Liz Karnes Memorial Scholarships for Drug-Free Youth and 

a $500 Susie Dugan Drug-Free Scholarship at a ceremony on Monday June 7, 2010 

at 10 a.m. at the Kutak Rock office.   
 

Taylor Layne Muenster, a senior from Millard North High School, and Jessica Nicole 

Semin from Duchesne Academy, each accepted a $1,000 Liz Karnes  

Memorial Scholarship for Drug-Free Youth award. Carly Stratbucker from Ft.  

Calhoun High School accepted a $500 Susie Dugan Scholarship for Drug-Free Youth.  

Not present  to receive her award was Emmalee Marie Fishburn from Central High 

School.  These recent high school grads live their lives drug free and promote a drug-

free lifestyle.  All four recipients are drug-free contributors in the community. 

Pictured from left: Susie Dugan, Senator David Karnes, Jessica Semin, Taylor Muenster, Carly Stratbucker, 

Tracey Strehle, Paul Carter at Kutak Rock. 
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PRIDE takes an active role in several community coalitions, including  

Tobacco Free Cass County (TFCC).  In May, TFCC recognized community 

leaders who have taken leadership roles in creating healthier, safer,  

tobacco-free environments in Cass County.   
 

        Those recognized include: 

        Cass County Commissioners: Tobacco Free County Policy Award 

        Mayor Mueller &    

        Louisville City Council:  Tobacco Free City Policy Award  

        Senator David Pankonin:  TFCC Senator of the Year Award  

        Sandy Thomas:    TFCC Legacy Award 

 
Tobacco Free Cass County is a dynamic coalition comprised of health related organizations, individu-

als, and educational groups working together to strengthen tobacco control and prevention efforts in 

the Cass County community.  For more information, call (402) 593-3022.  

Coal i t ions for  Tobacco -f ree Communit ies  

Senator David Pankonin entertained guests as honored  

keynote speaker at the luncheon. 
Pictured from left: Mayor Mueller, Joan Friedman, Sandy Thomas, 

Senator Pankonin, and John Baroni. 

 

PRIDE-Omaha, Inc., in collaboration with Tobacco Free Nebraska and several coalitions in the state, educates the  

community on the dangers of tobacco ð a gateway drug ð by youth.  It is estimated that 36,000 underage Nebraska 

youth will eventually die prematurely from cigarette smoking.  Its use by young people can lead to other drug use and 

addiction. The facts about tobacco are scary. Tobacco use is the leading cause of preventable death in the United 

States, responsible for over 400,000 deaths annually. In Nebraska each year, over 2,200 adults die prematurely because 

of cigarette smoking. Smoking-related medical costs total $591 million annually in Nebraska (including $134 million of 

Nebraskaõs annual Medicaid expenditures). The annual cost of smoking-related lost productivity in our state is $500 

million. The use of smokeless tobacco is likewise related to higher risks of oral cancers, ulcers and heart disease.  
 

Source of statistics: Tobacco Free Nebraska. Data and Trends on Tobacco Use in Nebraska. April 2010. 
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On air and out in the community,  

MOTAC provided technical assistance 

and informational toolkits for landlords 

and property management agencies  

looking to implement smoke-free policies 

     in apartments and multi-family housing.   

 

Recent Events PRIDE -Omaha, Inc. (PRIDE) Participated in:  
 

May 22: Mary Crosby (PRIDE staff member) and Tamicka Bradley 

(MOTAC Treasurer) joined Paul Vojchehoske, President of the Metro 

Omaha Property Ownerõs Association, on The Real Estate Factor , a 

Saturday morning radio program for landlords. 
 

May 27: MOTAC members held a luncheon to recognize those who  

  provide their time and support to MOTAC and the mission of the  

  coalition.  Community leaders recognized include: 
 

   Claudia Ceja:    Volunteer of the Year 

   Henry Doorly Zoo:   Smoke-Free Business of the Year 

   Dana Mann, 

   Arbor Creek Apartments:  Smoke-Free Landlord/Multi-family Housing    

    of the Year  

   New Creations, Inc.:  Faith Communities in Tobacco Control  

   Nathaniel Young:   Youth Advocate of the Year 

   Antonia Correa:   Above and Beyond Award 

   Wayne Houston,  

   Black Family Health &  

   Wellness Association:  Healthcare Organization/Medical  

                                                Professional for the Cause  

 

 

Fact  

96,000 children  
are exposed to  

secondhand  
smoke at home.  

Tobacco Free Sarpy held a luncheon for landlords of Sarpy County on May 20, 2010.  

Toolkits with a variety of resources were distributed to guests.  Toolkits are free and 

available to landlords and property owners interested in implementing smoke-free  

policies.  Call (402) 397-3309 for more information. 

Nearly 70 guests attended the May 27 Luncheon at  
Creightonõs Mike & Josie Harper Center. 

Landlord Toolkit  

Guests were presented with helpful tools to assist them 

with implementing smoke-free policies.  

Members of MOTAC recognized Certified Property  

Management Realty for their exemplary smoke-free policies. 


